CLEMENCEAU  AND  GERMANY

he preached this political doctrine. Even when the relations
between the two countries were greatly improved, the very
proper Liberal and Radical and Labour dislike in England of the
entanglement with Czarist Russia rendered the close combina-
tion which seemed so essential to all who, like Clemenceau
himself, knew what was really going on in Germany, exceedingly
difficult to bring about.

The terrific war has thrown into high relief facts always dis-
cernible except by those who would not see. Here Clemenceau's
own bitter experience of the war of 1870-71, and his yearly visits
to Austria, enabled him to form a clearer conception of the real
policy of Germany and the ruthless brutality which underlies
modern Teutonic culture than any of his contemporaries. It is
no longer doubted that the Franco-German war was welcomed
by Prince Bismarck, and made inevitable by him, in order to
crush Prance and ensure German military supremacy in Europe.
Bismarck himself made no secret of the manner in which he
had deceived Benedetto at Ems by a forged telegram ; and the
refusal of the Germans to make a reasonable peace with France
immediately after Sedan was conclusive evidence of what was
really intended. During the campaign, also, the Germans
resorted to the same hideous methods of warfare on land, on a
smaller scale, which have horrified the entire civilised world,
on land and on sea, during the great war which commenced
forty-four years later.

All this Clemenceau himself saw. While, therefore, in his
speeches and writings, he never shut out the possibility that the
people of Germany, rising superior to their militarist rulers,
might come to terms for permanent peace with the people oi
France, he at the same time cherished no illusions whatever as to
the policy of those military rulers, and the small probability that
German Social-Democracy would be able to thwart the designs of
the German aggressionists. Unfortunately, in France, as in Great
Britain, a considerable section of all classes, but especially of
the working class, represented by Labour Unions and Socialists,
would not believe that at the end of the nineteenth and begin-
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